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POLICE ROYAL COMMISSION, GOVERNMENT’S PRE-ELECTION COMMITMENT 

363. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Premier:  

I refer the Premier to his pre-election media statement on 9 August 2000 which stated that the police royal 
commission proposed by the Labor Party would have three main responsibilities, including to investigate and 
report on specific allegations of police corruption, including the Argyle diamond affair.  

(1) Why is the Government backing away from its pre-election commitment?  

(2) Why is the Premier letting down honest police officers and witnesses who are prepared and have the 
courage to come forward and expose what they say is the very corrupt, illegal and improper conduct 
that the police royal commission was supposedly established to investigate?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
(1)-(2) That is a puzzling question because the Opposition in Western Australia opposes the Royal 

Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian 
Police Officers.  The member for Nedlands, who belongs to a political party that does not believe there 
ought to be a royal commission into police corruption, is asking me a question about what should be the 
terms of reference of that royal commission.  We know that the Liberal Party has not changed its spots 
since it went from government to opposition.  I will explain how it governs the State.  The ship of State 
is rolling along when a little problem comes forward, and Liberal Party members get out the broom, lift 
the carpet and sweep the problem under it.  Another problem comes along, and again they get out the 
broom, lift the carpet and sweep the problem under it.  This Government is confronting and dealing 
with problems.  I could go through the list.  What did the Liberal Party do about the problem of child 
sexual abuse in Aboriginal communities?  It swept it under the carpet.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  There is a major problem with drug abuse in our community.  Liberal Party members lifted 
the carpet and swept the problem under it.  We have major problems with our future water supply.  What did the 
Liberal Party do?  It lifted the carpet and swept that problem under it.  The Legislative Council reported on 
matters related to police corruption in 1996.  This Parliament has been on notice since that time.  The previous 
Government failed to heed the warnings and do anything about it.  We have set up a royal commission.  When 
we came to government we discussed this matter with the Chairman of the Anti-Corruption Commission and a 
wide range of stakeholders in our community, and we reached the conclusion that the terms of reference we 
proposed to set were the best terms of reference.  We have set those terms of reference to make sure that we get 
to the bottom of the matter of police corruption.  The one consistency in Western Australia is the Liberal Party’s 
approach to police corruption.  It wants to sweep it under the carpet.  That is opposed to the Labor Government’s 
approach of bringing it into the open, finding out what is going on and making sure that Western Australia has 
the best Police Service to meet the needs of the future.   
 


